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We are proud to be Key Workers 

Hello and welcome to our latest Newsletter.   Well, here we 
are at the start of a New Year.  We have had such a busy and 
wonderful time celebrating Christmas with several visiting 
Entertainers, local Community Singers coming into the home to 
entertain our residents.  We have taken the necessary 

precautions to ensure that this has been done in a 
safe way so our residents and staff can be kept as 
safe from Covid -19 and the new variant as 
possible.   Our annual Quiz hosted by Mr Banning 
was competitive and fun.   We had a special 
Christmas Eve Church Carol Service which gave 

pleasure and comfort to our residents to listen and take part in 
our Christmas Carol Service.    We do hope our residents have 
enjoyed the varied array of festive activities and we hope there 
has been something for everyone.  

  We wonder how many of us have made New Year resolutions 
this year, normally by the end of the month some of us have 
given up, although a few do stick with them.  Have you made 
any New Year’s resolutions this year?                                                                                                  

Looking back in History to January 1967 

England's 1966 world cup winning manager Alf Ramsey 
received a knighthood and Captain Bobby Moore received an 
OBE in the New Year’s Honours. 



Let us tell you what we have been doing in December 

Church Service - Rev Ken Thom visited the residents and 
conducted a Service and offered Holy Communion to our 
residents who wished to have it.  We gave out 'Order of 
Services' individually so our residents could follow the 
service and we sang three Hymns.  Our residents really 
enjoyed seeing Ken and many commentated afterwards they 
gained comfort from his visit.   

Decorating the Christmas Tree and Home - We had a festive 
time putting up the Christmas Trees and decorating them in 
white and gold, many of our residents helped 
Charlotte, our Head of Care, and our Activity Ladies 
with dressing the trees.  They looked beautiful with 
the decorations and warm white lights on them.  
We also decorated the conservatory with Christmas 
Wreaths, Christmas flower arrangements and little 
pots that were made out of air-dry clay with little 

battery-operated tea lights, which 
looked very pretty. These were made by 
our residents with the help of our 
activity ladies.  It was a lovely morning 
with Christmas carols playing in the 
background.  We served sherry, tea or coffee and 

mince pies to our residents.   Later during the morning, we 
handed out song sheets so our residents and staff could join in 
to our sing along.  It was lovely to hear so many of our 
residents and staff sing along to all the well-known Christmas 
Carols.   



Christmas Tree Festival -   We had a wonderful morning going 
to the Christmas Tree Festival at St Marys Church in the village.  
We had organised a private viewing with the church and we 
very much appreciated that they were able to 
accommodate our wishes so that we could keep 
our residents, families and staff as safe as possible.  
It had stopped raining by the time we had left the 
home and we were delighted to see so many 
families who joined us in taking our residents to 

the festival.  The trees at the church 
looked absolutely beautiful and we 
all enjoyed looking at all of them.   
As you can see in the photo our tree 
from the home looked stunning with 
our hand-crafted Christmas 

decorations out of natural products such as pine cones, wood 
slices and air-dry clay.  We also recycled products such as wool 
to make pom pom garlands that many of our residents helped 
to make in our crafting sessions.  We would like to take this 
opportunity to express our thanks to our resident's families 
and friends for joining us in taking there relative to the festival.  
It was lovely to see you all and you helped greatly by 
supporting this event, so we were able to include so many of 
our residents.  Did you enjoy the Christmas Tree festival?      

Kelvedon Players Singing.   What a fantastic evening we had 
with the Kelvedon Players coming into the home to entertain 
our residents and singing well known Christmas songs 
and Carols.  They sang to our residents as they were 
eating supper, which made it a very special evening 
and enjoyed by all.   



Christmas Kidley Divey -   We had an energetic 
and festive time with Gunni from Kidley Divey.  
Our residents did gentle exercise whilst singing 
along to Christmas Songs and Carols.  In particular 
the ' Twelve Days of Christmas ' was a real giggle 
our residents were holding a picture card for 

each of the twelve days raising it each 
time their particular card was 
mentioned.  It was lovely to hear so 
much laughter coming from the lounge.  

Mr Banning’s Festive Quiz - What a competitive afternoon we 
had with Mr Banning's annual Quiz.  The main lounge was set 
out to accommodate five teams comprising of residents and 
staff combined.  Mr Banning read out fifty festive themed 
questions.  This was a joyful afternoon with plenty of laughter 
and good-humoured competition, well most of 
the time!   The winning team all won chocolate 
coins and the losing team were presented with 
wooden spoons.  Fun was had by all!   Do you 
enjoy Quizzes? 

Chelmsford Silver Band -   We were delighted to welcome back 
'Chelmsford Silver Band’ who came to our home to entertain 
our residents playing Carols and Christmas Songs.  They played 
a lovely selection of traditional carols and even took 
requests from our residents to play more delightful 
carols that many of our residents sang along too.  It 
was a lovely musical afternoon.  Have you played a 
musical instrument and do you like Brass Band Music?  



Lyn our Harpist playing - We were so pleased to welcome back 
Lyn, who came to entertain us for the afternoon playing the 
delightful harp.  It was so relaxing and calming 
listening to this wonderful gentle sound.  Lyn played 
a mixture of Carols, classical and Show Tunes.  It was 
so nice to hear so many of our residents singing along 
to the well-known carols.  Do you enjoy the sounds of 
the Harp?   

Residents Christmas Party - What a great day we 
had.   The Activity staff organised party games for 
our residents to enjoy.  Take five was the first game 
we played; our residents had to think of five 
different festive things related to Christmas.   

We then had an indoor snow ball fight with fake snowballs, 
which caused much laughter.  Then we drew the 
raffle and Iris, Gill, Barbara R and Sylvia N won a 
prize and they were presented with Chocolate 
hampers.    

The Activity ladies set the tables in a banquet 
style, ready for the buffet and Sue our cook had 
prepared a huge variety of savoury food and 
delicious deserts, as our photo shows.  We would 
like to take this opportunity in thanking Sue for all 
her hard work in preparing such a delicious buffet.  Thank you 
to our Manager, Tracy, for overseeing such a great party once 
again and the Activity Team for laying the tables and helping 
organise the day.  In the afternoon we had Potty Patrick 
entertain our residents with his magic show.  We hope our 
residents enjoyed their Christmas party.  It was a fun filled day.  



Chris Gordon Singing   -   It was nice to see Chris again, who 
came to entertain us, he sang familiar favourites, 
festive songs and Christmas Carols.  Our residents 
really enjoyed his performance and many sang 
along to his well know Christmas classics.  It was so 
nice to hear so many of our residents singing along.   

Nadine Singing - We had a wonderful time listening to Nadine 
perform a varied repertoire including some 
festive favourites, she performed Country and 
Western, Nat King Cole and Cliff Richard to name 
a few.  Nadine is a great vocalist and always 
engages our residents in conversation.  

Isabelle playing the Flute - We enjoyed a 
delightful afternoon listening to Isabelle playing 
Christmas Carols on the flute.  It was lovely to 
hear our residents and staff singing along to Away 
in a Manger, Once in Royal David City, We three 
Kings and many more.  

Special Christmas Carol Service -   We were pleased to see the 
Rev Ken Thom again, as he came to the home on 
Christmas Eve to conduct a special Christmas 
Carol Service.  Many of our residents attended 
and enjoyed singing the well-known carols – 
Once in Royal David City,  
O little Town of Bethlehem and Silent Night.  Many of our 
residents commentated afterwards that it brought such 
pleasure and comfort to see Ken and attend the carol service.  

 



Meet our resident   -    Joy was born in Hatfield Peverel in Essex 
to parents Hettie and Stanley.  She attended a private school 
and enjoyed sport.  After leaving school, she got a job at 
Marconi's and ended up in the cashier's office and worked 
there for over forty years.  Joy met her husband Oscar as he 
worked with her father.  After some time, they married at 
Hatfield Peverel Church.  They were very happily married for 
fifty-five years.  Joy has been at St Dominics for a few weeks 
and is happy here.    

Meet our Hairdresser Jenny   - Jenny was born in Billericay in 
Essex to parents Patrick and Kathleen.  She was one of 
fourteen children.  Jenny's family moved to Colchester and she 
attended Sir Charles Lucas School, she enjoyed Art and Physical 
Education at school.  

On leaving school she decided to become a Hairdresser and 
trained at John Carnel Hairdressers, once qualified she decided 
to work with her mother-in-law, who was also a Hairdresser in 
her hair salon for a few years, before deciding to work for 
herself.   

Jenny was approached by our then manager Sheila, twenty-
one years ago and asked if she would come to St Dominics and 
be our Hairdresser for our residents and she is still here doing 
our residents hair – we thank her for her loyalty to our home, 
she is a valued member of our team.  

Jenny is married to Neil and they have been married for 41 
years and enjoy cruising and holidays abroad.  In Jenny's spare 
time, she enjoys walking and spending time with her animals. 
 



What's Coming up this month 

  Monday 3rd January               New Year's Quiz 

  Tuesday 11th January                 Flower Arranging 

  Friday 21st January                     Film Afternoon 

  Tuesday 25th January               Burns Celebratory Lunch 

                                            January Birthdays 

We would like to wish Madge, Lorna and Lilla a 
very Happy Birthday, as they all celebrate their 
birthdays this month.  Our cook will be busy 
again baking their cakes.  

How many words can you make out of this word?      

Hogmanay 

        Please let Nicki, Helen and Nicci know.               
 

                                        Jokes to make you smile…. 
 
                    Why do you need a jeweller on New Year's Eve? 
                          
                                        To ring in the new year. 
                                

What do cats say on the 1st January? 
 
                                         Happy Mew Year 
 

 



Mr Banning, Mr Warwick, Tracy and all the Staff at St 

Dominics would like to wish all our residents, their 

families and friends a very happy New Year.  We 

would also like to take this opportunity to thank 

everyone for their Christmas cards, gifts of money, 

chocolates and other kind gifts, that we have received 

at the home.  Your kindness is greatly appreciated. 

 
 

 
 


